Ronald Duke

April 15, 1946 - February 4, 2021

Ronald Lee Duke was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma on Monday, April 15, 1946,
the only child of James Elmer and Lily June Barnes. He passed from this life
on Thursday, February 4, 2021 in Tulsa, Oklahoma at the age of 74.

Better known as Ron to his family and friends, his mom was a draftsman for
the city of Tulsa and his dad was a cattle rancher. He attended Charles Page
High School in Sand Springs where he was in band and ran the mile on the
track team. Ron graduated from there in 1964. Shortly after high school he
was drafted into the U.S. Marine Corps but due to an injured knee he was
unable to serve. After that, Ron moved to California. He got into Figure 8 Car
Racing, found work as a stunt man working a whip in western scenes, and
was a bouncer there for many years. He also worked as a welder and route
sales. He bounced back and forth between Oklahoma and California for a few
years before settling down in Oklahoma.

He met the love of his life, Debbie, at Duke’s Country while line dancing. They
married on October 26, 1984 and have been happily married since for the last
36 years. Ron was father to two children: one son and one daughter. He
coached both of his kids in soccer through the Broken Arrow Youth Soccer
program. The family enjoyed camping on local rivers and lakes and spending
time fishing together, especially when the crappie were running. Ron was an
all-around handy man and never called a repair man to fix anything. He loved



remodeling, working on cars, and just fixing things in general. Nothing was
every too small or too big for him to try and fix.

One of Ron’s interests his entire adult life was video games. He played Call of
Duty, Clash of Clans, Mobile Strike, and other war strategy games on his iPad.
His family described him as confident, stubborn, crazy, funny, talkative, bold,
outspoken, one who never met a stranger, and a prankster. Chelsea recalled
times he and she would hide in the closet from one another waiting to jump
out and scare the other one. Ron loved his family as well as their four dogs,
who will all miss him dearly.

Ron is survived by:

His wife, Debbie, of their home in Broken Arrow
Daughter, Chelsea Duke of Coweta

Son, James Duke of Oklahoma City

He was preceded in death by his parents James and Lily “June”



Tribute Wall

Ronald Duke

October 23, 2023 at 01:21 AM

Ron always had something funny to say, to brighten up your day. He
always had a lot to say on just about any subject. Ron and Debbie
and | went fishing a lot and had good times.We will all truly miss
him. I'm sending Love and Prayers for Debbie and Chelsea.

ouquet for the family of Ronald Duke.

Pam & Don Greer - February 07, 2021 at 10:49 AM
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So sorry to hear. He was such a character in
school - someone you just do not forget. So
glad we connected via our CPHS Class page
and Band page on Facebook. | could tell he
kept that bubbly personality throughout the
years. | know he will be truly missed. Sending
hugs and prayers to the family. Rochelle Fourroux Hammond,
CPHS Class of 64 and Sandite Bandmate

Rochelle Fourroux Hammond - February 06, 2021 at 07:14 PM

Ron was one of the good guys, sorry we t
could not have caught up with him sooner to
add to our CPHS '64 FB gang. | remember
Ron when he was in Band, he was a pretty
salty player! RIP OId Friend until we meet in
that great reunion again.

Shelia (Hanson) Sellers,

Classmate & Band Member

Shelia Sellers - February 06, 2021 at 06:20 PM

Healing & Hope Sympathy Basket was
purchased for the family of Ronald Duke.

February 06, 2021 at 06:00 PM
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It is our honor and privilege to serve the Duke S
family and to provide this permanent tribute

website in memory of Ronald. | I

Hayhurst Funeral Home - February 05, 2021 at 04:26 PM



