Robert Gene Gerety, "Big Bob"

September 8, 1940 - December 18, 2017

Dr. Robert Gene Gerety... how does one capture in words the spirit and the
character of a man who was truly larger than life? "Big Bob" is an appropriate
nickname for a man who enjoyed such a full and rewarding life during his 77
years with us.

Bob was born on Sunday, September 8, 1940, in Pana, lllinois, to Osler
"Blackie" and Imogene (Nix) Gerety. He graduated in 1958 from Pawnee High
School, attended the University of Oklahoma and the University of Tennessee,
earning a Doctorate in Dental Surgery. After graduation, he moved his growing
family to Oklahoma and went into practice as a small-town dentist in
Henryetta, where he worked until his retirement in 1999. Bob married Kay on
September 15, 1992, in New Orleans, Louisiana. Family was the most
important part of his life, and he loved spending time with all of them. Bob's
passions for golf, shooting sporting clay, and OU football were always shared
family experiences. Golf tournaments with "Bobby Gene" and his buddies are
treasured memories of good times and the best sort of fun.

Big Bob was a hero to those of us who knew him, whether personally or
professionally. Kindness and generosity was the core of who he was; we can't
think of a negative word he ever spoke about another person. If you were
fortunate enough to be his guest, you know that there was no more gracious
host than Bob Gerety. He had a way of making each person feel they were



particularly special. Big Bob was a man of high standards, yet he never
judged or was critical of others. While he was personally driven, hard-working,
and determined to excel, he was also an encouraging and positive role model
and teacher to others. Big Bob was a true leader, using his own example and
genuine interest in others to bring out the best in those who knew him. Bob's
strength of character was so fundamental to who he was, but it cannot be
overlooked that he was also movie star good looking!

As a dentist in general practice, Big Bob developed a passion for orthodontics.
He built a system of techniques that made it possible for general dentists to
incorporate orthodontics into their own practices. Bob's expertise and
understanding enabled him to take the complex orthodontic procedures and
refine them into a professional course, which he taught to general dentists in
seminars around the country. He piloted his own plane to take his course to
dozens of cities. Over 12,000 dental professionals enhanced their skills
through the Gerety orthodontic course materials under Big Bob's instruction.
Big Bob's deepest satisfaction came when he observed the success of his
students and their progress in the ability to treat their own patients. When Bob
retired professionally, so very many of his students commented not only on Dr.
Gerety's skills as a clinician and teacher, but the deep life lessons they
learned in how to treat people with kindness, respect, and compassion.

Big Bob's fine example and rewarding professional life were instrumental in
leading other members of his family into the dental profession. The Gerety
name and reputation in the world of dentistry were a source of tremendous
pride for Big Bob.

Big Bob had a few life lessons that he would share with you. He said if one
always told the truth, he didn't have to remember what was said. Big Bob
adopted one of his own father's rules for good living, which was to never go to
bed mad. Say what needed to be said and then move forward. Big Bob was



the first to forgive and never held a grudge. If you were fortunate enough to
know Big Bob, you know what we have lost with his passing. If you were not
lucky enough to know Big Bob, you have missed one of life's best human
beings.

Big Bob is survived by his wife of 25 years, Kay Gerety, Broken Arrow, OK; his
four children, Sandy Rowenhorst and husband Jim, Broken Arrow, OK; Neva
Kilburn and husband Chip, Eufaula, OK; Nina Browning and husband Bill,
Highland Park, TX; and Dr. Grant Gerety and wife Jill, Broken Arrow, OK;
grandchildren, Topher, Jason, Ryan, Conor, Jackson, Chase, Chandler, Davis;
and great -grandchildren, Denton and Shirley.

Bob was preceded in death by his parents, brother Roy, and granddaughter
Madison.

Memorials may be made to Alzheimer’s Association, Tulsa Chapter, 2448 E.
81st St., Tulsa, OK 74137.

A celebration of the life of Robert “Bob” Gene Gerety will be 11:00 a.m.,
Friday, December 29, 2017 at Hayhurst Funeral Home Chapel.

The Crowne Plaza Tulsa Southern Hills has been kind enough to create a
room block for the folks that are coming in from out of town to attend the
service. They are giving our group a special rate of $79 per night. The link to
make your reservation online is below. If you would rather call for your
reservation their phone number is 918-492-5000 and tell them the name of
our group is "Gerety" and use the code "Bob".

Hotel Booking Link



The hotel does provide a shuttle to and from the airport. If you contact them a
couple of days in advance with your flight information they will meet you when
you land. The hotel is about 30 minutes from the airport so calling ahead will
save you a lot of time waiting for the shuttle. The hotel is also working with us
to provide a shuttle to the memorial service.

If you would like to stay closer to the Hayhurst Funeral Home, these are the
nearest hotels:

Holiday Inn Express & Suites, 918-355-3200
Hampton Inn, 918-251-6060
Marriott TownePlace Suites, 918-355-9600

If you have any questions please don't hesitate to call Julie at 918-606-2809
or email her at customer-service@orthodonticteaching.com and she will be
glad to help.



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

DEC 29. 11:00 AM (CT)

Hayhurst Funeral Home

1660 South EIm Place

Broken Arrow, OK 74012

(918) 258-9623
hayhurstfuneralhome@gmail.com
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Tribute Wall

Robert Gene Gerety, "Big Bob"

October 23, 2023 at 01:21 AM

A great guy who is missed by many.

Eric Hibbs - June 20, 2018 at 11:13 AM

33 files added to the album New Album Name

Kay Gerety - January 11, 2018 at 05:26 PM



17 files added to the album New Album Name
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Kay Gerety - January 01, 2018 at 11:13 AM

91 files added to the album New Album Name

Kay Gerety - December 31, 2017 at 03:34 PM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of Robert Gene Gerety, "Big Bob".

December 28, 2017 at 05:54 PM



https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of
Robert Gene Gerety, "Big Bob".

December 28, 2017 at 01:40 PM

3 files added to the album New Album Name
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Kay Gerety - December 27, 2017 at 10:22 PM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Robert Gene Gerety, "Big Bob".

December 27, 2017 at 03:35 PM

Our heartfelt sympathies, Lindsay & Kristy Brehm
purchased the Rainbow Of Remembrance Spray
for the family of Robert Gene Gerety, "Big Bob".

Our heartfelt sympathies, Lindsay & Kristy Brehm -
December 27, 2017 at 01:03 PM


https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4375&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4375&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4325&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4325&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Jerry Kinney and Sue purchased the Guiding Lig & @ &
ht Bouquet for the family of Robert Gene Gerety, _ t'*ﬁ B ¢
"Big Bob". o dere

Jerry Kinney and Sue - December 27, 2017 at 11:11 AM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Robert Gene Gerety, "Big Bob".

December 27, 2017 at 10:08 AM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of Robert Gene Gerety, "Big Bob".

December 26, 2017 at 11:55 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Robert Gene Gerety, "Big Bob".

December 26, 2017 at 10:14 AM


https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4371&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4371&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4371&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Be My Love Bouquet with Red Roses was
purchased for the family of Robert Gene Gerety,
"Big Bob".

December 22, 2017 at 07:11 PM

Sympathy and Peace, Robin and Joe
Schmidbauer purchased the Lovely One Spathip
hyllum Plant for the family of Robert Gene
Gerety, "Big Bob".

Sympathy and Peace, Robin and Joe Schmidbauer -
December 22, 2017 at 06:04 PM

Doctor Tom Austin purchased the Sentiments of
Serenity Spray for the family of Robert Gene
Gerety, "Big Bob".

Doctor Tom Austin - December 22, 2017 at 04:04 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Robert Gene Gerety, "Big Bob".

December 21, 2017 at 03:08 PM



https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4271&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4271&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3014&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3014&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3014&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Dr. Keith Dillard and staff purchased the Lily and
Rose Tribute Spray for the family of Robert Gene
Gerety, "Big Bob".

Dr. Keith Dillard and staff - December 21, 2017 at 10:57 AM

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of Robert Gene Gerety, "Big Bob".

December 20, 2017 at 07:20 PM

Big Bob was one of the kindest and most gracious men | know. He
will truly be missed by everyone who knew him. He leaves an
incredible legacy of character and integrity that we won't see again,
All my love to you KZ. My prayers and sympathy for the entire
Gerety Family.

Glynda Jones

and

Richard Brunson

Glynda K Jones - December 20, 2017 at 05:34 PM

Garden of Serenity Bouquet was purchased for
the family of Robert Gene Gerety, "Big Bob".

December 19, 2017 at 07:43 PM


https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1438&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1438&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1438&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1443&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1443&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

It is our honor and privilege to serve the s
Gerety family and to provide this permanent

tribute website in memory of Robert "Bob" | I

Hayhurst Funeral Home - December 18, 2017 at 05:39 PM



