
Ray Miron
March 20, 1923 - August 28, 2015

TULSA — Rodolph “Ray” Miron, 92, died early Friday, August 28, at his home
at Inverness Village following a heart attack. 
The lifelong hockey fan is preceded in death by his wife Rowena Miron and
his brother Gerard Miron. He is survived by his son Monte and wife Judy,
daughter Cindy, grandchildren Danielle, Dane, Michelle, Corbin and wife
Marianne, two great-grandchildren, Delaney and Dylan. He has one surviving
brother, Hubert Miron of Cornwall, Ontario. 

 “Ray, or ‘Papa’ as he was known to his family, lived a long and full life and
touched the lives of everyone he met, and we’re thankful for the time we were
able to have with him,” the family said. “We would also like to thank the staff
and residents of Inverness Village for the friendships that he made and
cherished in his final years.” 

 Born the son of Gurdy Miron and Louise Primeau-Miron on March 20, 1923,
Ray grew up an avid athlete. He competed in lacrosse, baseball and football,
but it was hockey that was his first love. He rose through the amateur ranks
until a June 1944 mustard gas accident at the plant he worked in left him
severely burned and helped to end his playing career. 

 Undeterred following his recovery, Miron continued his work in sports by
moving into arena management and promoting concerts for artists such as
Tommy Dorsey and Louis Armstrong. During this time he was engaged to
Rowena Baker, and the pair married in June 1949 and were married for 54
years before her death in 2003. 



After stints in New Jersey and Tennessee, Miron first experienced Oklahoma
when he moved to Tulsa to work with the Oilers, at the time the Toronto Maple
Leafs’ farm team. He was appointed president of the Central Hockey League
in 1976, but served just three months before resigning to become the first
general manager of the Colorado Rockies. Working in this NHL was a “dream
come true” for Miron, and he served as GM for five years before moving back
to settle in Tulsa. 

 But hockey wasn’t done with Miron, and in 1992 along with Bill Levins he
founded the new Central Hockey League under the concept of central
ownership. The league began with six teams — including the Tulsa Oilers and
Oklahoma City Blazers — and enjoyed runaway success. With his son at his
side as commissioner, Miron served as president of the league until his
retirement in 1999. 

 Miron’s career culminated in 2003, when he received a call from NHL
commissioner Gary Bettman informing him he had been named a recipient of
the Lester Patrick Award, an honor given annually to recipients who had a
significant impact on the growth of hockey in the United States. 
“Next to the Hall of Fame, I think the Lester Patrick Award is the best award
you can win," he said shortly after receiving the honor. "To be named
alongside past winners like Wayne Gretzky, Mario Lemieux and Scotty
Bowman makes me feel pretty humble." 

 Memorial services are at 11 a.m. Friday at Inverness Village, 3800 W 71st St.
Following the service, Miron’s ashes will be placed with his wife’s at the Saint
Lawrence Valley Cemetery in Ingleside, Ontario, less than a mile from where
Rowena was born.
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October 23, 2023 at 01:21 AM

Ray Miron

Family - September 04, 2015 at 08:17 AM

2 files added to the tribute wall

Callay and Greg Fowler - September 03, 2015 at 11:56 AM

Callay and Greg Fowler purchased the Serene R
eflections Bouquet for the family of Ray Miron.

September 02, 2015 at 09:13 AM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Ray Miron.

https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2997&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2997&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2997&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Fred & Susan Hemmer & Family - September 01, 2015 at 08:31 PM

Monte and Family, 
 We have fond memories of Ray. He was always kind and

welcoming to us. You are in our thoughts and prayers. 
 Love, 

 Fred, Susan, and Family

September 01, 2015 at 10:47 AM

Blooming Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Ray Miron.

Hayhurst Funeral Home - September 01, 2015 at 10:26 AM

2 files added to the album Ray's Photo Album

Tammy Walker - September 01, 2015 at 09:40 AM

Ray will always be one of my favorite patients of all time. I have a lot
of fond memories of taking care of him & Rowena back in the
1990's at Dr. McBryde's office. Prayers to all the family.

https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1419&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1419&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Hayhurst Funeral Home - August 31, 2015 at 03:09 PM

7 files added to the album Ray's Photo Album

hmw - August 31, 2015 at 12:53 PM

We will miss your phone call on our birthdays this year 
 Long time friends 

 Eleanor Reid and Ruth Thompson

Chuck Harrison - August 31, 2015 at 10:41 AM

I was sad to hear the passing of Mr. Ray Miron. He gave me my
start in professional refereeing when he hired me while Ray was the
Commissioner of the Atlantic Coast Hockey League. Ray brought
me in to the Central Hockey League in 1992, with his re-birth of the
CHL. I am forever grateful to Ray for giving me the opportunity that I
lived. Thank-you Ray. You are the Best of the Best. P.S. I am trying
to talk to Monte but have misplaced his number 

 Chuck Harrison

DF
Danielle (Miron) Frost - September 01, 2015 at 06:00 AM

Great memory--- monte- 9186387631
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Cindy Hosler - August 30, 2015 at 04:51 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Cindy
Hosler

Cindy Hosler - August 31, 2015 at 07:34 AM

This picture was taken less than five days before his passing. Very
special, thanks Dane!

August 30, 2015 at 02:05 PM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Ray Miron.

Hayhurst Funeral Home - August 29, 2015 at 07:47 AM

7 files added to the album Ray's Photo Album

https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


Hayhurst Funeral Home - August 28, 2015 at 09:37 AM

1 file added to the album Ray's Photo Album


