
Lawrence L. Witzel
October 24, 1940 - June 20, 2025

Lawrence Lee Witzel was born in Wann, Oklahoma on a Sunday, October 24,
1940 to parents Leo Emery and Mary Christian (Harris) Witzel. He left our
world on Friday, June 20, 2025 at the age of 84. 

 Lawrence grew up in Wann, Oklahoma and graduated high school before
entering the United States Army. He was a true patriot serving his country
from 1962 until 1980. Lawrence was stationed in different places all around
the country, including Vietnam. He was a very brave man, indeed. While there,
he received numerous awards! National Service Medal; Vietnam Service
Medal; Vietnam campaign Medal; Army Commendation Medal; 2 – Overseas
Service Bars; Good Conduct Medal (4th award); Vietnam Cross of Gallantry
w/Palm; Expert Badge (M116 Rifle); Joint Service Commendation Medal to
name a few! Lawrence ranked Sergeant First Class before retiring September
30, 1980. After his Army career, He worked for the United States Post Office
where he gained a second retirement. 

 Lawrence met a sweet young lady, Julia Kay Shoaf. Smitten by her, he took
her to be his wife. They married in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma May 31, 1986.
Together they raised 4 children. He now has 12 grandchildren and 9 great-
grandchildren and his legacy continues to grow. Lawrence loved his family. He
was a wonderful husband, father and grandfather. 

 Lawrence found working crossword puzzles a challenge. He was fond of
bowling and joined many bowling leagues. He loved to travel and often took
his family with him to bowling tournaments and on business trips, whenever



he could. He was good with electronics and worked on and repaired
televisions for his friends – He called it his “TV Ministry”. 

 Family he leaves to cherish his memories, 
 Wife, Julia Witzel of Broken Arrow, Oklahoma 

 Children, Chris Self of Broken Arrow, Oklahoma 
 Kim Haubrich of Tulsa, Oklahoma 

 Amy Wendland of Tulsa, Oklahoma 
 Grandchildren, Mark Walker, Zach Walker and Nikki, Jonathan Haubrich, Jake

Haubrich, Trevor Haubrich, Cody Martin Justin Wendland, Gavin Wendland,
Gabrielle Wendland, Amanda Lawson, Jimmy Lawson, Samantha Hardin 

 Great-Grandchildren, River Walker, Briley Clayton, Ava Walker Alivia Walker,
Makynzie Martin, Liam Wendland, Luke Billingsley, River Wendland, Sophia
Wendland 

 Siblings, Wayne Witzel, Geraldine Fowler 
 

Preceded in death by parents, Leo and Mary Witzel, child, Kelly Hardin,
siblings, Sue, Shirley and Carol.
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Hayhurst Funeral Home - June 20, 2025 at 12:58 PM

It is our honor and privilege to serve the
Witzel family and to provide this permanent
tribute website in memory of Lawrence.


