Pastor James "Jim" Courtney
Jr.

March 21, 1925 - October 14, 2015

James Virgil Courtney, Jr. was born March 21, 1925 in Hominy, OK to parents
J.V. and Essie Courtney, the firstborn of five children. He grew up being called
Junior, as well as Jim, Pastor, Daddy, and Pawpaw.

James Courtney graduated from Istrouma High School in Baton Rouge LA in
1943. He immediately joined the US Army and was stationed in New Guinea

during WW11. Jim claimed Conscientious Objector and served his country as
a Medic X-ray tech in a hospital. It was during his time in New Guinea that he
felt the call to ministry.

Following the war, Jim came home to prepare for ministry at Central Bible
College in Springfield, MO and began to pursue God's plan for his life. Upon
graduation he began travelling and ministering as the doors opened.

Jim was honored to lead the song service in a tent meeting in Baton Rouge,
LA in 1952 for Rev. Gayle Jackson who was part of The Voice of Healing. That
tent meeting lasted 42 nights with approximately 9000 people born again and
amazing healing miracles. His passion for the lost and the miraculous was
birthed and lasted a lifetime.

God's plan for James Courtney included meeting the former Miss Ruth
Simmons at a General Council of the Assemblies of God in Atlanta, GA. The



two were soon married July 18, 1952 and made their home in Baton Rouge,
LA where they pioneered and pastored Central Assembly of God church for
16 years. During those years, God blessed their home with two daughters,
Janet Ruth and Renee Darlene. Both have followed in their parent’s footsteps,
alongside their husbands, Mark Brazee and Mark Viar, pastoring churches in
Tulsa, OK and Lamar, CO.

But Pastor Courtney's pride and joy were his grandchildren. He was Pawpaw
to granddaughter Tiffany Thomas and her husband Jonas and their children,
Christian, Taylor and Isabella; granddaughter Brandi Vanderveer and her
husband Josh and their children, Kaylee and Blakely; and grandson Josh Viar.

Other pastorates for Pastor Courtney included First Assembly of God in
Pensacola, FL, First Assembly of God in Terre Haute, IN and Capitol Hill
Assembly in Oklahoma City, OK.

If there is one word that describes Pastor Courtney it would be HAPPY! His
smile and joy radiated from him! It affected everyone around him!

On October 14, 2015 Pastor Courtney finished his race with JOY and joined
the two loves of his life....JESUS and his precious wife Ruth in their eternal
home.



Cemetery Details

Bayview Memorial Park

3351 Scenic Hwy
Pensacola, FL 32503

Previous Events
Viewing

OCT 27. 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM (CT)

First Assembly of God
4301 Bayou Blvd.
Pensacola, FL 32503
(850) 433-3100

Funeral Service

OCT 27. 10:30 AM (CT)

First Assembly of God
4301 Bayou Blvd.
Pensacola, FL 32503
(850) 433-3100



Tribute Wall

Pastor James "Jim" Courtney Jr.

October 23, 2023 at 01:21 AM

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of Pastor James "Jim" Courtney Jr..

October 21, 2015 at 03:02 PM

18 files added to the album Memories Album

Hayhurst Funeral Home - October 15, 2015 at 11:18 AM


https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hayhurstfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Our hearts were saddened at the news of the passing of Uncle Jim, but
we also are rejoicing as he joins his wife, Ruth and other

love ones in heaven! He has been an inspiration to me throughout my
own ministry! He preached for me on several

occasions and he was always a joy and a blessing! We will miss him
and Aunt Ruth, but we will see them again in glory

one day! We are praying for the family in this time of sorrow.

May God bless you with His comfort at this time and in the

days to come! WE HAVE MANY FOND MEMORIES OF

UNCLE JIM THROUGHOUT THE YEARS WHICH WILL ALWAYS BE
DEAR TO OUR HEARTS!!!

WITH OUR LOVE AND PRAYERS,
Kelly and Debbie Courtney

Houston, Texas

Kelvin (Kelly) Courtney - October 15, 2015 at 06:19 PM

I'm so sorry to hear this, I've been working on our family tree and was
working on your side...so sorry to see this. But he's with my Dad (Luie
McFarland ) and they are telling stories! God Bless you all! Luetta Sue.

luetta sue negrillo - May 09, 2017 at 11:53 PM



